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[bookmark: _Toc104398599][bookmark: _Toc104715014]1. INTRODUCTION
The sitcom friends first debuted in 1994. It was an immediate hit with people watching it all around the world.
The show revolves around six friends in their 20s and 30s who live in New York City. Rachel, Ross, Monica, Phoebe, Chandler, and Joey form a group of friends who struggle to make careers in the city of New York. Directors explain the plot of the show as the time of your life when your friends are your family.
The enormous impact this show has is still visible to this day. From thousands of women (and men) wanting to have Rachel’s haircut to many people publicly speaking about how the show helped them through dark periods and inspired them to keep going. The tale of Ross and Rachel becomes a remarkable love story and Monica’s proposal to Chandler stays one of the most inspiring feminist moves in the history of sitcom.
Casting for the show is a particularly interesting story. All the struggles the directors went through and the risks they had to take to get this exact cast is a truly motivating story of “if you try hard enough, you can get everything you want”. It was an especially difficult time casting the roles of Chandler and Rachel (Matthew Perry and Jennifer Aniston) due to them having parallel jobs on different shows at the time.
	A long-waited show reunion finally happened in 2021. The reunion was not a scripted show but rather a gathering of the cast and directors doing different activities while reflecting on the show. Although some were disappointed that they will not see their favorite character on screen again, The Friends Reunion was a massive hit.
Friends received acclaim throughout its run, becoming one of the most popular television shows of all time. The sitcom is still popular in the present-day holding the record of being the most-streamed show in 2020.


[bookmark: _Toc104398600][bookmark: _Toc104715015]2. The Show
A situation comedy, also called a sitcom, is radio or television comedy series that involves a continuing cast of characters in a succession of episodes. Usually, the characters are markedly different types thrown together by circumstance and occupy a shared environment such as an apartment building or workplace. Sitcoms are typically about half an hour in length; they are either taped in front of a studio audience or employ canned applause, and they are marked by verbal sparring and rapidly resolved conflicts. 
[bookmark: _Toc104715016]2.1 The Beginnings
Friends, originally called “Friends like Us,” is an American television sitcom, created by David Crane and Marta Kauffman, which debuted on NBC on September 22nd, 1994. The show is set in a neighborhood in New York City and follows the life of six friends: Monica, Chandler, Ross, Phoebe, Joey, and Rachel. The viewers see the group struggling to start careers and relationships in their 20s and 30s.
The series was produced by Bright/Kauffman/Crane Productions, in association with Warner Bros. Television. The original executive producers were Kevin S. Bright, Kauffman, and Crane.
[bookmark: _Toc104715017]2.2 The Plot 
Crane describes the show as “that time of your life when your friends are your family.” Directors explain the show does not have one main character. “It’s not like there’s a lead and they have friends.” Crane said, “No, It’s just about the friends. We follow all of their stories equally.”
The show revolves around six friends, in their 20s and 30s, living in New York City. Monica and her brother Ross Geller, Chandler Bing[footnoteRef:1], Joey Tribbiani[footnoteRef:2], Phoebe Buffay[footnoteRef:3], and Rachel Green[footnoteRef:4] form a tight group of friends. The group spends most of their time in the coffee shop called Central Perk. The friends struggle through their youth trying to find jobs, build careers, and fall in love. [1:  Ross’s college roommate and Monica’s first neighbor]  [2:  Chandler’s roommate and best friend]  [3:  Monica’s former roommate]  [4:  Monica’s childhood best friend and Ross’s crush since high school] 

The opening scene of the show is Rachel walking into the coffee shop in a wedding dress as she just ran off her wedding. Rachel decides she wants to be independent instead of marrying a rich orthodontist, Barry. Since Monica used to be her best friend when they were younger, she agrees to support Rachel and let her stay with her until she finds a job. Rachel and Monica quickly rebuild their friendship and stay roommates for a long time.
In the already mentioned opening scene, we find out Ross had been recently divorced. However, by the end of the episode, his crush on Rachel begins its return. The tale of Ross and Rachel becomes a remarkable love story people continue to dream of experiencing. It even inspired several songs[footnoteRef:5]. The story of Ross and Rachel, who are in a constant on-again-off-again relationship, is followed throughout the series and the viewers do not know if the two get a happy ending until the very end of the show. Monica and Chandler’s story is another one for the novels. The two are best friends and do not even realize they have feelings for each other until one drunken night in London, at Ross’s wedding. A couple stays together until the end of the show. They eventually get married and adopt children in the later seasons. [5:  (E.g.) “Always” by Isak Danielson and “Ross and Rachel” by Jake Miller] 

Joey is an unsuccessful actor in the first seasons. However, as the show continues, he eventually has his big break and becomes a big soap opera star. Joey, while initially portrayed as a womanizer and not much else, as the show goes, proves he is the most loyal and devoted friend of the group. Phoebe is a masseuse with a dark past of her mother committing suicide and her ending up on the streets at the age of 12. Although she had a hard life, Phoebe is the most positive and childish one in the group, causing her enormous love among the show fans.
[bookmark: _Toc104715018]2.3 The Theme Song
From the very start of the show, the theme song had been a song titled “I’ll be there for you” by the band called The Rembrandts. Nowadays, it is one of the most recognized show intros. Fans say that no matter if you have only seen one episode of the show or you have seen the entire series many times, you will remember the famous clap following the first line of the song[footnoteRef:6]. [6:  “So no one told you life was gonna be this way”] 

[bookmark: _Toc104715019]2.4 Thanksgiving
Although the show covered different kinds of holidays and celebrations, the one that left the biggest mark is Thanksgiving. Each season has an episode dedicated to this holiday[footnoteRef:7]. [7:  depending on the season, episode 8 or 9 was always the Thanksgiving episode] 

Initially, in season one, the six friends end up together for Thanksgiving by accident. Monica and Ross find out their parents will not be in town for the holiday, so they decide to celebrate it alone. They invite Phoebe, whose grandma's boyfriend is lunar[footnoteRef:8], which causes her to celebrate the holiday on a different date, so she accepts the invite. Chandler hates Thanksgiving because, on the day of the holiday, when he was a child, his parents told him about their divorce. Monica and Ross invite him; however, he only accepts eating "non-thanksgiving" food. Joey poses for a poster about STDs[footnoteRef:9] which lets his family believe he has one and they do not let him celebrate the holiday with them. This leads to him also celebrating with his friends. And finally, Rachel, who is supposed to go on a skiing trip with her family. She struggles through the entire episode to find the money for the plane ticket which her parents refuse to pay. Her friends decide to pay for her ticket so she can go. Unfortunately, Rachel misses her flight and ends up having dinner with the rest of the friends. They all realize how much more they enjoyed the holiday when they spend it together which leads to them celebrating Thanksgiving together each year. [8:  Tells time by a lunar calendar, which is determined by the moon instead of the sun]  [9:  Sexually transmitted disease] 

Several guest stars join friends on their Thanksgiving dinners throughout the show, making some very memorable appearances. Elliott Gould, in the role of Ross and Monica's father, among other guest appearances on the show, appears in one of the most popular Thanksgiving episodes[footnoteRef:10]. In this episode, Rachel makes an English trifle but she accidentally adds a layer of beef and onions. This is the first time she bakes something for her friends, so everybody pretends the trifle is great not wanting to hurt her feelings. Brad Pitt (at the time married to Aniston), in the role of Will[footnoteRef:11], plays Monica and Ross's former "fat friend”. He and Ross were the co-founders of the "I hate Rachel club" in high school and although Ross overcomes his hate and falls in love with Rachel, Will continues to hate her with the same passion as he did years ago. The most memorable Thanksgiving guest star would have to be Christina Applegate. In the role of Rachel's sister, Christina joins friends’ Thanksgiving dinner in season nine[footnoteRef:12], playing a forgetful, self-centered Amy who struggles to even remember her niece's name and gender. [10:  The One Where Ross Got High]  [11:  In the episode “The One with The Rumor”]  [12:  The One with Rachel’s Other Sister] 

[bookmark: _Toc104715020]2.5 Guest Stars
From the show’s earliest days, something the directors loved to do is bring in famous guest stars. With George Clooney and Noah Wyle already guest starring in season one. Elliott Gould appears in 20 episodes playing the role of Ross and Monica’s father.
In the Friends Reunion, the cast members reveal some of their favorite guest stars to be Brad Pitt, Sean Penn, Julia Roberts, Danny DeVito, and Ben Stiller. While some of the guest stars did not make much of a memorable moment on the show, others even received awards for their performances.
Bruce Willis guest-starred in three episodes[footnoteRef:13]. He was previously in a movie starring alongside Matthew Perry. He and Perry made a bet, and the rule was that if Willis loses, he must guest star on Friends with no fee. Willis ends up losing, which brings him to the Warner Bros Friends studios. Bruce plays Ross’s girlfriend, Elizabeth’s, father, who later gets involved in a relationship with Rachel. Although he made no money, guest-starring on the sitcom secured him an Emmy Award win in 2000 for Outstanding Guest Actor in a Comedy Series. [13:  “The One Where Ross Meets Elizabeth’s Dad”, “The One Where Paul’s the Man”, and “The One With the Ring”] 

Christina Applegate found herself in the role of Rachel’s sister Amy. She guest-starred on the show twice. Her first appearance is one the Thanksgiving episode in season nine and the other in season ten[footnoteRef:14]. Her character Amy is a self-centered girl who does not care whether her words might hurt someone’s feelings. When she shows up in season ten, she manages to forget everybody’s name, including her niece, Emma[footnoteRef:15], while constantly offending all of the friends by accident. The audience loved Christina’s performance causing her to win a Primetime Emmy for Outstanding Guest Actress in 2003 and a nomination in the same category the following year. [14:  In the episode “The One Where Rachel’s Sister Babysits”]  [15:  Rachel’s daughter ] 

[bookmark: _Toc104715021]2.6 David Schwimmer directing	
While playing Dr. Ross Geller on the show, Schwimmer also directed ten episodes on the show. The first episode David directed was an episode from season six called “The One on the Last Night”. This episode is about the night before Monica and Chandler move in together meaning Rachel is moving out of the apartment[footnoteRef:16] and Joey has to live alone due to Chandler moving out. David directed four episodes in season seven, three in season eight, and one episode in seasons nine and ten. His best voted episode[footnoteRef:17] Schwimmer directed was “The One with the Stripper”[footnoteRef:18] [16:  She moves in with Phoebe]  [17:  According to IMBd]  [18:  Season eight, episode eight] 

[bookmark: _Toc104715022]2.7 The Different Motherhoods
The important thing the directors wanted to present in the show is that no matter how children get to the world, every way is good, and none is better than the other.
In season four, Phoebe shows us the importance of surrogacy. She births triplets for her brother and his wife Alison who is unfortunately too old to carry the children herself. Phoebe’s friends, as well as her mother[footnoteRef:19], make her think this through before she accepts to be a surrogate explaining to her how hard it would be to give up the babies after they are born. However, after making sure it was a good decision, Phoebe finally accepts surrogating for Frank Jr. and his wife. [19:  Phoebe’s “mother”, Lily, commits suicide when Phoebe is 12. However, in season four she finds out that woman raised her, but her birthmother was actually Lily’s best friend and she left her the twins, Phoebe and Ursula] 

In the last seconds of the season seven finale, we find out Rachel is pregnant. The viewers find out the baby’s father is Ross, however, he and Rachel are not together at the time. With all the help Ross and all the friends give Rachel, she does commit to single motherhood. Before deciding whether she will even have the baby, her friends assure her they will be there for her and to help her with everything she needs while raising her daughter, who she named Emma[footnoteRef:20].  [20:  Emma is a name Monica chose for her child when she was still a teenager. However, after hearing the name, Rachel loves it so much that Monica let’s her take it saying her daughter is “clearly an Emma”] 

Season nine brings us upsetting news about Chandler and Monica’s impossibility to have children of their own. They decide to try adoption. In season ten, a woman from Ohio chooses them to parent her (not yet born) baby[footnoteRef:21]. After the babies are born, Chandler and Monica move to the house outside the city, where they decide to raise their children. [21:  Erika, the baby’s birth mother, is not the brightest character and on the day of giving birth they realize she was pregnant with twins.] 

[bookmark: _Toc104715023]2.8 The Lesbian Wedding
The show was very popular for addressing the important controversial subjects that were not yet accepted by most in the 90s. Friends was one of the first shows that not only included an LGBTQ+ couple[footnoteRef:22] but also portrayed their wedding. "The One with the Lesbian Wedding" is the eleventh episode of the second season of the show. It attracted mild controversy and censorship as a result of its portrayal of same-sex marriage. The episode first aired on January 18th, 1996.  [22:  Ross’s former wife, Carol, and her girlfriend Susan] 

[bookmark: _Toc104715024]2.9 The Friends Stage
The show was originally filmed on stage 5 in the Warner Bros studios for its first season. However, the show relocates to stage 24 for the rest of the show. Stage 24 was much bigger and easier for filming. In 2004, the ensemble gets honored when the CEO of the Warner Bros proclaims stage 24 The Friends Stage (photo 1)
[image: Warner Bros Stage 24 - General Entertainment in Burbank]
			Photo 1, The Friends Stage Plate

[bookmark: _Toc104398601][bookmark: _Toc104715025]3. Casting
David Crane, one of the show’s directors, explained the casting for the show turned out to be much harder than they would have expected it to be and added that the show would have been completely different if the cast did not consist of these six people.
[bookmark: _Toc104398602][bookmark: _Toc104715026]3.1 Ross Geller 
	The part of Ross Geller, played by David Schwimmer, was the first one cast. However, that should not imply it was an unchallenging ride. The directors of the show wrote the character of Ross with David’s voice in mind. Although he was not known at the time, the directors remembered him from the casting for another pilot they have done the previous year. To their massive surprise, when they tried to get Schwimmer, they have come to find out he had quit television after a “miserable” experience on another show and had moved back to Chicago to focus on theater and once they offered him a job, he denied it. Crane said they had to beg him and even sent him the script while Marta added they sent gift baskets Schwimmer’s way explaining they imagined and wrote the entire character based on him. They made David a promise that this experience is going to be different from his past jobs. After some more thinking, Schwimmer finally accepted the part.
	Ross Geller, Monica’s older brother, and Chandler’s college roommate is a paleontologist working at the Museum of Natural History, and later a tenured professor of paleontology at New York University. He is the only friend who has a child (until later seasons). Ross is a sweet-natured man of good humor, although he is often clumsy and socially awkward. Ross engages in an on-again-off-again relationship with Rachel (who he has been in love with her since high school) throughout the entire series. He has three failed marriages during the series: Carol Willick, a lesbian who is also the mother of his son, Ben; Emily Waltham, who divorces Ross after he accidentally says Rachel's name instead of hers during their wedding vows; and Rachel, as the two drunkenly marry in Las Vegas. His failed love life and his divorces become a running joke within the series. Following a one-night stand, he and Rachel have a daughter, Emma, by the end of season eight. They finally confess that they are still in love with each other in the series finale.
David Schwimmer is an American actor, comedian, director, and producer. Born in New York and raised in Los Angeles, Schwimmer began his acting career performing in school plays at Beverly Hills High School. In 1988, he graduated from Northwestern University with a Bachelor of Arts in theater and speech. In 2007, Schwimmer began a relationship with British artist Zoë Buckman, and they married in June 2010. Their daughter Cleo was born the following year.
[bookmark: _Toc104398603][bookmark: _Toc104715027]3.2 Phoebe Buffay
	Crane said they saw “a bunch of women” who read Phoebe but none of them seemed to have understood the character and therefore were not able to portray her in the way that the directors liked. Crane describes their performances as “nothing.” Meanwhile, his husband, Jeffrey Klarik, was writing and producing a show called “Mad About You.” Jeffrey told David about his beliefs that a woman working on his show, Lisa Kudrow, is who they are looking for, an actor who could play Phoebe the way that would satisfy the Friends directors. After seeing Kudrow for the audition, the directors were impressed with Kauffman even saying Lisa “nailed” the audition by not only doing everything the directors hoped for but also by elevating the material she was given. This audition provided Kudrow with a safe spot in the cast.
Phoebe Buffay is an eccentric massage therapist and self-taught musician. When she was still a child, her mother committed suicide causing Phoebe to end up on the streets. She has an "evil" identical twin named Ursula, who shares Phoebe’s quirkiness, but, unlike Phoebe, seems to be selfish and uncaring. Phoebe writes and sings her quirky songs, accompanying herself on the guitar. She is childlike and innocent in disposition. She tends to use her past misfortunes such as her mother’s suicide as sympathy ploys – or rather, to mock others' self-indulgent self-pity. Phoebe has three serious relationships over the show's run: David, a scientist, in season one, whom she breaks up with when he moves to Minsk on a research grant; Gary, a police officer whose badge she finds, in season five; and an on-and-off relationship with Mike Hannigan, who she finally marries in season ten.
Lisa Kudrow was born in Los Angeles, California in 1963, to mother Nedra Stern and father, Lee N. Kudrow. She graduated from Vassar College in Poughkeepsie, New York, with a Bachelor of Science degree in Psychobiology. At first, she wanted to pursue a career in research, so she returned to Los Angeles to begin working with her father. However, she decided to go a different path than intended and that is when she entered the show business. In 1995 she marries Michel Stern, who she is married to the present day, and in 1998, they had their first and only son Julian.
[bookmark: _Toc104398604][bookmark: _Toc104715028]3.3 Joey Tribbiani
	After the first two more quick and successful castings, the directors were stuck trying to find the right fits for the rest of the characters. They had no luck casting anyone for almost three months. Casting for the role of Joey Tribbiani was hard. The directors saw many actors who were theoretically fitting for the role however, they were not funny. But then, Matt Leblanc showed up. Matt, who at that moment only had nine dollars left in his pocket, came in and pleasantly surprised the writers when he managed to make the lines sound funny. Leblanc got a call back for the second audition. The directors were choosing between him and another actor. Matt, according to Bright “killed it,” and got the part. What is interesting is that the other actor, who was at the second audition with Matt, also appeared on the show in the sixth season, in an episode called “The One with Unagi” playing “fake Joey”
Joey Tribbiani is a struggling actor and a big foodie who becomes famous for his role on the soap opera Days of Our Lives as Dr. Drake Ramoray. Joey is a simple-minded womanizer with many short-term girlfriends. Despite his womanizing, Joey is innocent, caring, and well-intentioned. He often uses his famous catchphrase pick-up line "How you doin'?" in his attempts to win over most of the women he meets. Joey rooms with his best friend Chandler for years, and later with Rachel. He falls in love with her in season eight, but Rachel politely tells Joey that she does not share his feelings. They eventually date briefly in season ten, but after realizing it will not work due to their friendship and, more importantly, Rachel's complicated relationship with Ross, they return to being friends. Joey’s character is, in film terminology, explained as a “reactor.” Nothing major happens to him throughout the show and his biggest role is dealing with everything his friends are going through.
Matt LeBlanc was born in Newton, Massachusetts to parents Patricia and Paul LeBlanc. After graduating from high school, he spent some time as a photo model in Florida before moving to New York where he took drama classes. After a few small roles on stage and TV, he became famous for his role as Joey in Friends. From 2003 to 2006, he was married to Missy McKnight, with whom he had one child, Marina Pearl (born 2004).
[bookmark: _Toc104398605][bookmark: _Toc104715029]3.4 Monica Geller
	The directors had a tough time finding Monica and originally, they saw Courteney Cox as Rachel. However, once they met with Cox, she explained to them why she did not think she was a Rachel and how she herself was more of a Monica. Marta said how Courteney brought joy to Monica’s character and everything she added to the character only made it richer than the directors originally intended. Before Friends, Courteney was on a couple of shows and music videos which made her more recognizable to people. However, she could not have been referred to as a celebrity which was especially important to the writers who did not want the celebrities on the show.
Monica Geller is the mother hen of the group. She is a chef, known for her perfectionist, bossy, competitive, and obsessive-compulsive nature. Monica is often jokingly teased by the others for having been extremely overweight as a child, especially by her brother Ross. She works as a chef in various restaurants throughout the show. Her first serious relationship is with long-time family friend Richard Burke[footnoteRef:23], who is twenty-one years her senior. The couple maintains a strong relationship for some time until Richard expresses that he does not want to have children, much to Monica’s dismay. Monica and Chandler Bing later start a relationship, leading to their marriage in season seven and the adoption of twins at the end of the series. [23:  Played by Tom Selleck] 

Courteney Cox was born in Birmingham, Alabama, to parents Courteney (Bass) and Richard Lewis Cox. Upon high school graduation, she left Alabama to study architecture and interior design at Mount Vernon College. After one year she dropped out to pursue a modeling career in New York. While modeling, she attended acting classes, as her real ambition was to be an actress. Her first “big break,” was being cast in the Bruce Springsteen video "Dancing in The Dark". In 1985, she moved to Los Angeles where she continued auditioning. In 1994, she was cast as Monica Geller, and it was this part that turned her into an international superstar. In 1996 Cox starred in horror/comedy Scream which later became a cultural franchise with its most recent part released in 2022. On the set of the movie, she met her later husband, David Arquette, with whom she had her daughter Coco.
[bookmark: _Toc104398606][bookmark: _Toc104715030]3.5 Chandler Bing
	The directors assumed casting Chandler would have been the easiest since the character had the actual jokes written. They worked with Matthew Perry on another show, so he was already a familiar face to the directors. They asked him to come and read the lines. Marta explained how the dialogue would “sparkle and come to life” when Matthew would read it. For the first time since the casting began, they saw there was a character of Chandler there and that Perry was the only actor who could play it. However, there was an issue with casting Matthew. He was already signed on for another show called “2194”. The directors, advised by the person who saw the taping of the show and assured them that the show most likely won’t get picked up by the network, took a chance and hired Matthew. Fortunately for them, “2194” was not a success and they finally had their Chandler.
	Chandler Bing is an executive in a job that no one can name which is a subject of laughter throughout the show. Chandler hates this job, although it pays well. He eventually quits this job in season nine due to a transfer to Tulsa and becomes a junior copywriter. He has a peculiar family history being the son of an erotic novelist mother and a gay, cross-dressing Las Vegas star father. Chandler is known for his sarcastic sense of humor and bad luck in relationships. He has a tough time expressing his feelings which is responsible for him being the “clown” of the group. Chandler marries Monica in season seven, and they adopt twins at the end of the series. Before his relationship with Monica, Chandler dated Janice Hosenstein in season one and subsequently broke up with her many times.
Matthew Perry was born in Williamstown, Massachusetts, to Suzanne Marie and John Bennett Perry, an American actor. Matthew was raised in Ottawa, Ontario, where he became a top-ranked junior tennis player in Canada. However, after moving to Los Angeles at the age of fifteen to live with his father, he became more interested in acting. Perry resides in Los Angeles. He enjoys playing ice hockey and softball in his spare time.


[bookmark: _Toc104398607][bookmark: _Toc104715031]3.6 Rachel Green
	Marta said Rachel was THE hardest part to cast and evidentially the last part they cast. What made the casting so difficult is the character itself. As Crane explained, in the wrong hands Rachel can be a very unlikable character, given how selfish and self-involved she is. Numerous women came in for an audition, a lot of them even wearing actual wedding dresses. However, it did not work. Crane added that as a watcher you are supposed to “fall in love with her,” and “feel what Ross was feeling.” Then, Jennifer Aniston came in. Similar to Courteney, Jennifer was first brought in to read the lines for the role of Monica instead of Rachel. Jennifer explained to the directors how she, by growing up in New York City, knew a lot of girls like Rachel and knew the exact way to properly portray her. Bright said Aniston had this warmth, sincerity, and genuineness about her where she made you feel okay about everything else that Rachel was that you might have passed judgment on. However, casting Jennifer was not as easy as it might seem. Like Matthew, she was already signed on for another show called “Muddling through.” More complicated than Perry’s case, the show Jennifer was on, was already picked up by the network and they had already done six episodes of the show. The director took a big risk and cast Jennifer sharing her with the other show in hopes “Muddling through” would eventually get canceled. They even had to ask Aniston to step away in some of the cast photoshoots in case they had to let her go. Jennifer said she even went to the directors of the other show and begged them to let her go but they would not cave. Fortunately for the Friends directors and cast, after making the first three episodes at a high risk they would have to reshoot them, the other show got canceled and Jennifer became the official and the final part of the Friends cast.
Rachel Green is a fashion enthusiast and Monica Geller's childhood best friend. Rachel first moves in with Monica in season one after nearly marrying Barry Farber, whom she realizes she does not love. Rachel and Ross are later involved in an on-again-off-again relationship throughout the series. Her first job is as a waitress at the coffeehouse Central Perk, but she later becomes an assistant buyer at Bloomingdale's in season three, and a buyer at Ralph Lauren in season five. At the end of season eight, Rachel and Ross have a daughter named Emma. In the final episode of the series, Ross and Rachel finally confess their love for each other, and Rachel gives up a job in Paris to be with him.
Jennifer Aniston was born in Los Angeles, California, to actors John Aniston and Nancy Dow. Her father is Greek, and her mother was of English, Irish, Scottish, and Italian descent. Jennifer spent a year of her childhood living in New York City. She had her first taste of acting at age 11 when she joined the Rudolf Steiner School's drama club. It was also at the Rudolf Steiner School that she developed her passion for art. She began her professional training as a drama student at New York's School of Performing Arts, it was a division of Fiorello H. LaGuardia High School of Music and the Arts. In 1987, after graduation, she appeared in such Off-Broadway productions as "For Dear Life" and "Dancing on Checker's Grave". In 1990, she landed her first television role, as a series regular on Molloy (1990). By 1993, she was floundering. Then, in 1994, a pilot called "Friends Like These" came along. With the success of the series Friends (1994), Jennifer has become famous and sought-after as she turns her fame into movie roles during the series hiatus.


[bookmark: _Toc104398608][bookmark: _Toc104715032]4. Friends Reunion
Ever since the show ended in 2004, people have been curious if there would be a show reunion in the form of either a movie, an extra season, or some different kind of special reuniting. The reporters have used every possible chance they had to ask each of the cast members over and over if there was going to be a reunion anytime soon. Jennifer at one point even jokingly suggested they should wait until they are all very old, and they could be the “golden friends”.
The show fans finally succeeded in pushing the directors and cast to make a reunion in 2020, when the planning had finally begun. The reunion was filmed in April and finally released on May 27th, 2021.
[bookmark: _Toc104398609][bookmark: _Toc104715033]4.1 The Reunion
	The Friends Reunion is not a scripted show as some fans were hoping for. The directors, together with the cast agreed that the show ended when and where it was supposed to end. Kauffman explained that they did not want a beautifully written ending to be potentially ruined by the reunion. Aniston added that putting the show on the big screen just did not feel right. Instead, they created the Friends Reunion as a special gathering of the cast with different games and activities, including many guest stars. The reunion was done in three days and it included several different stages: coming back to the studio, a group interview, the quiz, table read, the fashion show, cast watching bloopers from the show, a special guest segment, and the fans segment.
[bookmark: _Toc104398610][bookmark: _Toc104715034]4.2 Coming Back to The Studio:
At the very beginning of the reunion, the cast members, one by one, come to the apartments stage (photo 1 и photo 2), and later the Central Perk stage (photo 3), where they used to spend most of their time while doing the show. The first person that gets into the studio is David, later he is joined by (in order) Lisa, Jennifer, Matt, Courteney, and finally Matthew. 
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Photo 4
The cast members reminisce about their time on the show and tell the audience interesting behind-the-scenes stories and rituals they had while doing the show. They tell the viewers about the “huddle”. Huddle is a group hug the whole cast would do behind the scenes every day before going on stage. Matt tells us a story about the day they did not do the huddle and later that day he fell in the middle of shooting and combed his shoulder. After that day he made sure everyone did the huddle every day without excuses, explaining he does not want to know what is going to happen if they do not do it.
[bookmark: _Toc104398611][bookmark: _Toc104715035]4.3 The Table Read: 
	A big part of the reunion is the table read. The cast sits down and reads some of their favorite and most memorable scenes. 
The first scene the cast reads is from the episode called The One with the Jellyfish[footnoteRef:24]. Jennifer is narrating while Courteney, Matthew, David, and Matt reenact the hilarious scene. The second piece they read is from the episode The One Where Everybody Finds Out[footnoteRef:25]. This time Lisa, Jennifer, and David take the spotlight and read one of the funniest scenes on the show (according to the audience). The last scene is one of the crucial scenes and a fan’s favorite. The episode is called The One Where Ross Finds Out[footnoteRef:26], and the scene read is the one of Ross and Rachel’s first kiss. The cast enjoys reading this scene, with Courteney narrating and Jennifer and David reenacting. At the very end of the scene read, instead of kissing, the two hug over the table. [24:  In this episode, Monica, Joey, and Chandler tell an awkward and hilarious story of Monica getting burned by a jellyfish (in the previous episode) and one of them has to urinate on her in order to reduce the pain]  [25:  After hiding their relationship for a while, in this episode, all the friends learn about Chandler and Monica’s relationship through several hysterical situations. The scene recreated is the scene when Phoebe finds out]  [26:  This is the episode where Ross finally finds out Rachel likes him too. He breaks up a relationship he is currently involved in and finds Rachel in Central Perk, where they have their first kiss] 

[bookmark: _Toc104398612][bookmark: _Toc104715036]4.4 The Quiz
	Originally, the characters do a test (in the episode called The One with the Embryos). Ross makes the quiz, and the other four neighbors[footnoteRef:27] make a bet. They examine each other’s knowledge while trying to see if Rachel and Monica know Chandler and Joey as well as they know them. The episode ends with the girls losing because they cannot name Chandler Bing’s job. After being asked a question, Rachel excitedly yells “Transponster[footnoteRef:28]” thinking that could be the correct answer, however, Monica yells “That’s not even a word” back at Rachel, after which they lose the game. This leads to Rachel and Monica being forced to trade their apartment with Chandler and Joey’s. [27:  Monica, Rachel, Chandler, and Joey]  [28:  Transponster becomes a real term in jargon terminology. The word is now commonly used to describe an office job not clearly defined as one role/responsibility, but a combination of data entry and analysis.] 

	While the quiz at the reunion is not as extreme, the cast does an interesting trivia and tests each other’s knowledge in the show. David reads the questions[footnoteRef:29] and the rest of the cast plays against each other. The first team is formed by Lisa, Courteney, and Jennifer – The Girls and the second by Matt and Matthew – The Boys. All the questions involved the show and most of them even included guest stars (ones who also guest-starred on the show) such as Tom Selleck[footnoteRef:30], Larry Hankin,[footnoteRef:31] and Thomas Lennon[footnoteRef:32]. Tom Selleck asks the cast what Chandler Bing’s job is, to which Jennifer impulsively answers “Transponster” causing everyone a lot of laughter. However, this time, transponster leads The Girls to win the game. [29:  In the original quiz, played in the episode on the show, David’s character, Ross, creates the entire quiz and asks all the questions. Because of that, the directors make David host the quiz in the reunion as well]  [30:  Played Monica’s boyfriend on the show in the second season. However, he comes back to the show in a several episodes in the later seasons]  [31:  Played Mr. Hackles, an irritating neighbor who lives downstairs from Monica and Rachel and always complains about all sorts of things.]  [32:  Played Joey’s “identical hand twin” in the Las Vegas episodes. Joey tries to figure out a plan to throw a show and make money for having identical hands which to a high level irritates Thomas’s character] 

[bookmark: _Toc104715037]	4.5 The Group Interview
	The cast sits down with James Corden[footnoteRef:33]. In the beginning, he reads some of the amusing statistics about the show to the cast and the audience. [33:  The host of “The Late Late Show with James Corden”] 

The interview takes the biggest part in the reunion. Cast tells interesting anecdotes to the viewers. David says he did not like working with a monkey that played his pet in season one. He talks about it so passionately which makes the entire cast laugh. Jennifer and David admit they had feelings for each other in the early seasons of the show. However, they explain they both were in relationships at the time, so they channeled all their adoration and love for each other into Ross and Rachel.
Maggie Wheeler[footnoteRef:34] surprises the cast while James interviews them. Christina Pickles and Elliott Gould[footnoteRef:35] also surprise them when they take a microphone as the audience members who wanted to ask a question. James Michael Tyler[footnoteRef:36] joins the reunion over a video call. He says the show was the greatest thing he experienced. [34:  Plays Janice on the show]  [35:  Who play Ross and Monica’s parents on the show]  [36:  Who portrayed the role of Gunter, the waiter in Central Perk] 

[bookmark: _Toc104715038]	4.6 The Fashion Show
Throughout the show, there had been many memorable outfits and stories behind them. From Ross's leather pants he takes off in his date's bathroom and never manages to put back on, to Joey wearing all Chandler's clothes (photo 5, left) at once because Chandler hid his underwear, and Joey is doing "the opposite" as revenge. Ross's famous Holiday Armadillo and Sputnik[footnoteRef:37] remain hilarious to all generations. [37:  Ross wears a potato costume and antenna on his head, representing the Russian satellite] 

In the Reunion, models Cara Delevingne, Cindy Crawford, Justin Bieber, and Matt Leblanc himself wear the most memorable looks from the show with Matt Leblanc wearing "all Chandler's clothes."(photo 5, right) This causes great laughter among the cast as well as among the audience. 
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[bookmark: _Toc104715039]4.7 Guests and Fans Segment
	Guest segments periodically appear throughout the entire show. The special guests are celebrities who are genuine fans of the show. Some of the guests, such as Reese Witherspoon, had also starred in the show and they reflect on their experience while guest-starring in the sitcom. Others, such as David Beckham or BTS[footnoteRef:38], tell the viewers about their favorite moments and why this show is so special to them. [38:  the Korean boy band] 

The fans segment includes fans from all around the world. They talk about the impact the show had on them, some of them even saying that the show saved their life and got them through the dark periods.
	

[bookmark: _Toc104398613][bookmark: _Toc104715040]5. CONCLUSION 
	“If the show was about that time in your life when you friends are you family, once you have a family of your own, it’s no longer that time; So, the show came to a natural end”[footnoteRef:39] [39:  Quote by Marta Kauffman from the Friends Reunion] 

	Crane said it was important for them to end every character in a good place. That the viewers know that Monica and Chandler are going to have their babies[footnoteRef:40], Phoebe is going to be happy[footnoteRef:41], and Ross and Rachel finally end up together[footnoteRef:42]. Joey’s story continues in the follow-up sitcom called “Joey”. [40:  Chandler and Monica struggle to have children throughout the last two seasons, after finding out they cannot have kids. Finally, in the show finale, they adopt twins.]  [41:  After her past difficulties in life, Phoebe finally finds the love of her life who she marries in season ten and in the show finale Mike (her husband) tells her he would like to start a family with her]  [42:  The entire final season, and the show finale especially, put viewers through a constant questioning if Ross and Rachel will end up together in the end, which they eventually do at the very end of the show finale.] 

And so finally, after 236 episodes, 77 award wins, and 220 nominations, Friends released its final episode on May 6th, 2004. Over 52.5 million people saw the show finale on the day of airing, making it the fifth most-watched series finale in television history, and the most-watched television episode of the 2000s. Friends aired in over 220 territories and was TV’s number one comedy for 6 straight seasons averaging 25 million viewers a week. The show has been watched over a hundred billion times across all the platforms and holds the record of being the most-streamed show in 2020.
	Although Jennifer Aniston is the only cast member who diligently stayed in the world of the Hollywood A-listers until the present day, the whole ensemble is still well-recognized by the masses. Jennifer, Courteney, and Matt actively stayed in the acting business while Lisa and Matthew occasionally do smaller projects. And finally, David, while almost fully focusing only on directing, still sometimes takes acting jobs.
	The show continues to entertain and inspire people around the globe each day. From people saying that the show changed their life, to the ones still trying to get the perfect Rachel[footnoteRef:43]. The desired lifestyle of the six friends living in Manhattan is constantly having its reruns and people continuously stream the show on all the platforms. [43:  The haircut worn by Aniston in show’s season one] 

	The show left a legacy behind and forever changed the world of sitcoms.
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